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uh.edu/socialwork 
 
COURSE TITLE/SECTION: 7315 (28893) Substance Abuse/Pharmacology 
 
TIME: Tuesdays 6:00 pm-9:00 pm    
 
FACULTY: Mary Beck  OFFICE HOURS: Available 15 min before and after class,  

     OR by appointment 
 
E-mail:  mbeck24@earthlink.net (In Subject Line Start with SA Class…) 
 
Phone: 713/254-7521  FAX: N/A 
 
 
I. Course 

 
A. Catalog Description 
Credit (3.0) Examines the biological and behavioral mechanisms of substance 
use, abuse, and dependence. 

 
B. Purpose 
The purpose of this course is to provide a conceptual understanding on the 
pharmacological actions and behavioral antecedents and consequences related 
to alcohol and drug abuse. 
 

II. Course Objectives 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
1. Describe how alcohol and drugs affect the brain and related biological 

systems; 
 

2. Describe the effects of alcohol and drugs on human and animal 
behavior; 

 
3. Describe the effects of intermittent and chronic alcohol and drug use on 

cognitive function; 
 

4. Compare and contrast the differences between substance use, abuse, 
and dependence; 

 
5. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of pharmacology related to alcohol, 

illicit substances; and psychotropic medications; 
 

6. Make informed decisions on the use of valid and reliable assessment 
(biological and behavioral) methods for alcohol and drug abuse; 

http://www.uh.edu/socialwork
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7. Explain how to utilize effective assessment methods in research  and 

practice settings; 
 
8. Evaluate and select current state-of-the-science interventions for alcohol 

and drug dependence; 
 
9. Conceptualize and interpret fact from fiction related to society’s portrayal 

of race/ethnicity, economic, and environmental factors related to 
alcohol/drug use. 

 
III. Course Content  

Course content is a combination of readings, lectures (instructor and guest), 
current news and events, peer presentations, and class discussion. 

 
IV. Course Structure 

Quizzes on designated days (see schedule) 
Lecture (instructor or guest) 
Discussion 
Activity 
In the News – student led discussion on current events related to course topics 
Break – approximately 7:30 PM for 10 minutes. 

 
V. Textbooks and Assigned Readings 

McKim, W. (2013). Drugs and Behavior: An introduction to behavioral 
pharmacology. Pearson. ISBN—13: 978-0-205-24265-8. 
 
Additional articles may be assigned during any class throughout the semester. 
 
Websites: www.samhsa.org; www.jointogether.org; http://www.drugfree.org/;  
http://www.prc6.org/data/ 

 
VI. Course Requirements/Assignments 

 
Attendance and Participation (20 points) 
Attendance and participation in 13 of 15 classes = 20 points 
Attendance and participation in 10-12 of 15 classes = 5 points 
Attendance and participation in 9 or fewer classes = 0 points 
 
Attendance Parameters – a student is considered absent if 15 or more minutes of 
a class are missed 
 
Participation – students are considered as participating if they actively participate 
in small group or class discussion, ask questions of guest lecturers, and/or bring 
current news stories related to substance abuse and pharmacology and share in 

http://www.samhsa.org/
http://www.jointogether.org/
http://www.drugfree.org/
http://www.prc6.org/data/
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class; students will be considered as “not participating” in a class if they are 
answering text messages, answering phone calls, responding to email or are on 
the internet during any portion of class. The one exception is if a student steps 
out of class to answer a phone call; however, the attendance rule stated above 
still applies. 
 
The instructor will score participation based on her observations during class. It is 
the students’ responsibility to initiate participation.  
 
Quizzes (3 based on schedule; 5 points each) – there will be three quizzes; 
questions will be multiple choice or true/false; questions will be taken from the 
textbook, assigned readings and lectures; quizzes are not open book and are 
subject to the University academic dishonesty and plagiarism policy (see IX). 
 
In Class Exercises (2; 10 points each) 
 
Paper (30 points; 4-6 pages; APA format) – White Paper (persuasive, 
authoritative, informative) on substance abuse in relation to (a) the disease 
model of addiction; (b) mental and physical health; (b) social justice; (c) legal and 
ethical issues; (d) economics; (e) services/levels of care; (f) societal   
 
Should include – an Executive Summary, Problem Statement, Social Work 
Theories, Proposed Response/Intervention/Action (who, what, where, when, 
why), Implementation (how), and Conclusion; it should flow and be logical; one 
section should build on the next leading to your conclusion. 
 
Spelling and Grammar – Your instructor truly wants to understand and enjoy 
reading your paper. Therefore, if there are more than three total spelling and 
grammar errors (misspellings, misuse of tenses, incomplete sentences, missing 
punctuation) a point will be deducted per error, up to 5 points. If a paper is 
submitted with a significant number of errors (e.g. 15+), the student will be asked 
to rewrite the paper within 48 hours or the student will receive a failing grade. 
 
Scoring – the instructor will grade the paper based on the following factors 

• The topic chosen being one of those listed above 
• All sections being included 
• The flow of the sections – they should connect and relate, leading to the 

conclusion 
• The case being made, supported by theory and data, and a sound 

implementation strategy being proposed; it should be persuasive and 
informative  

• Spelling and grammar 
 
Presentation (15 points) – instructions and grading criteria will be provided in 
class session on October 11. 
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VII. Evaluation and Grading 
The following standard grading scale has been adopted for all courses taught in 
the college.  
 
 A  = 96-100% of the points C+ = 76-79.9% 
 A- = 92-95.9%   C   = 72-75.9% 
 B+= 88-91.9%   C-  = 68-71.9% 
 B  = 84-87.9%   D   = 64-67.9% 
 B- = 80-83.9%   F   = Below 64% 
 
See specific assignment scoring/grading comments in VI above. 
 

VIII. Policy on grades of I (Incomplete):   
The grade of "I" (Incomplete) is a conditional and temporary grade given when 
students are either (a) passing a course or (b) still have a reasonable chance of 
passing in the judgment of the instructor but, for non-academic reasons beyond 
their control have not completed a relatively small part of all requirements. 
Students are responsible for informing the instructor immediately of the reasons 
for not submitting an assignment on time or not taking an examination. Students 
must contact the instructor of the course in which they receive an “I” grade to 
make arrangements to complete the course requirements. Students should be 
instructed not to re-register for the same course in a following semester in order 
to complete the incomplete requirements. 
 
The grade of "I" must be changed by fulfillment of course requirements within 
one year of the date awarded or it will be changed automatically to an "F" (or to a 
"U" [Unsatisfactory] in S/U graded courses). The instructor may require a time 
period of less than one year to fulfill course requirements, and the grade may be 
The grade of "I" may not be changed to a grade of W. 
 

IX. Policy on academic dishonesty and plagiarism  
Students are expected to demonstrate and maintain a professional standard of 
writing in all courses, do one’s own work, give credit for the ideas of others, and 
provide proper citation of source materials. Any student who plagiarizes any part 
of a paper or assignment or engages in any form of academic dishonesty will 
receive an “I” for the class with a recommendation that a grade of F be assigned, 
subsequent to a College hearing, in accordance with the University policy on 
academic dishonesty. Other actions may also be recommended and/or taken by 
the College to suspend or expel a student who engages in academic dishonesty. 
 
All presentations, papers and written assignments must be fully and properly 
referenced using APA style format (or as approved by the instructor), with credit 
given to the authors whose ideas you have used. If you are using direct quotes 
from a specific author (or authors), you must set the quote in quotation marks or 
use an indented quotation form. For all direct quotes, you must include the page 
number(s) in your text or references. Any time that you use more than four or five 
consecutive words taken from another author, you must clearly indicate that this 
is a direct quotation. Please consult the current APA manual for further 
information. 
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Academic dishonesty includes using any other person’s work and representing it 
as your own. This includes (but is not limited to) using graded papers from 
students who have previously taken this course as the basis for your work. It also 
includes, but is not limited to submitting the same paper to more than one class. 
It also includes securing another person to complete any required activities, 
assignments, quizzes, papers, or exams in an online course, or in any on-line 
environment. If you have any specific questions about plagiarism or academic 
dishonesty, please raise these questions in class or make an appointment to see 
the instructor. This statement is consistent with the University Policy on 
Academic Dishonesty that can be found in your UH Student Handbook. 
 

X. Course Schedule and Reading Assignments (Articles may be assigned 
each class session to be read by the following class session; students who 
are absent are responsible for learning about the reading assignment from 
their peers; the instructor will not be available to provide information about 
a class a student missed) 
August 23 – Introductions, what do you want to get out of this class, goals for 
class, review syllabus; theory lecture and discussion regarding what are 
substance abuse and pharmacology and why are they relevant to social work; 
and a Reflection on Myths, Beliefs and Biases 
 
August 30 – Pharmacology and Behavioral Effects; read Chapters 1 and 2 prior 
to this class; if time – Activity and In the News 
 
September 6 – How we Adapt to Drugs and the Nervous System; read Chapters 
3 and 4 prior to this class; if time – Activity and In the News 
 
September 13 – Quiz; In Class Exercise (bring laptops/tablets); In the News; if 
time – Activity and In the News 
 
September 20 – Addiction and Shame and Stigma; read Chapter 5 prior to class; 
if time – Activity and In the News 
 
September 27 – Specific Drugs; Students will be assigned to read two of the 
following Chapters 6-15 prior to class; small group discussion and report out to 
class; if time – Activity and In the News 
 
October 4 – Paper Due by 6 PM; Levels of Care – Prevention, 
Psychoeducation, Intervention, and Harm Reduction; if time – Activity and In the 
News 
 
October 11 – Distribute and Discuss Presentation Assignment; Levels of Care – 
Detox, Treatment, Sober Living, Recovery Support (12-step and others); if time – 
Activity and In the News 
 
October 18 – Quiz; In Class Exercise (bring laptops/tablets); In the News  
 
October 25 – Medical and Mental Health; if time – Activity and In the News 
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November 1 – Policy, Social Justice and Economics; if time – Activity and In the 
News 
 
November 8 – Specialized Populations (adolescents, pregnant women, older 
adults, veterans); if time – Activity and In the News 
 
November 15 – Myths, Beliefs and Biases; if time – Activity and In the News 
 
November 22 – Quiz; Presentations 
 
November 29 – Presentations; Final Discussion 

 
XI. Americans with Disabilities Statement 

The University of Houston System complies with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
pertaining to the provision of reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids for 
students with a disability. In accordance with Section 504 and ADA guidelines, 
each University within the System strives to provide reasonable academic 
adjustments/auxiliary aids to students who request and require them. If you 
believe that you have a disability requiring an academic adjustments/auxiliary 
aid, please contact the UH Center for Disabilities at 713-743-5400. 

 
XII. Additional Information 

Email – start Subject Line with “SA Class…”; please use email to submit your 
paper 
Phone – please do not call or text before 9 AM or after 9 PM; it may take me a 
couple of hours to respond so please be patient and think ahead 
Meetings – I will be available 15 minutes before and after class for those that 
attend; other meetings can be scheduled 
Due Dates – are firm, so please plan ahead; additional time will not be given 
under any circumstances 
Academic Dishonesty – please ensure you read and adhere to the policy 
written in section IX of this syllabus 
Inclement Weather – University of Houston will announce closures on the radio; 
if the University is open, the attendance policy and points stated above still apply. 
Therefore, it is suggested that you think critically and plan carefully when 
choosing to miss class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised August 2016 
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